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BEST PLACES TO GO ON HOLIDAY

The 50 best holidays in Spain for 2019
Explore Andalusia, see Barcelona on a budget or enjoy a foodie break in the
Basque country. Helen Ochyra has the pick of this year’s trips
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Best on a budget
1 Costa Brava camping
Direct beach access often doesn’t come cheap, but book a
mobile home at Camping Playa Brava and you’ll get access to
the site’s sandy beach, where you’ll ﬁnd water sports and beach
volleyball at a very a ordable price. Families are well catered
for, with a shallow bathing area where the river joins the sea,
plus a children’s pool, football, basketball, tennis and mini-golf.
In high season there’s also cycle hire and discos at the poolside
restaurant/bar.

Details Seven nights in a two-bedroom mobile home costs from
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£155 (01233 629950, venueholidays.co.uk). Fly to Girona

Salamanca cathedral
G E T T Y I M AG E S

2 Salamanca city break
If a central Salamanca hotel is too much of a stretch for your
budget, try camping within easy reach of the city at Camping
Regio, where wooden chalets include full kitchens. The site is
on a bus route, running into the old town every hour, and also
has a large pool and a café bar with sun terrace. Salamanca is a
wonderful place for a stroll: check out the baroque-style Plaza
Mayor, the shell-covered façade of the Casa de las Conchas and
the city’s two cathedrals.
Details Chalets for up to ﬁve are from £81 a night room only,
two-night minimum stay (pitchup.com)
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The roof terrace at Motel One Barcelona

3 Budget Barcelona
Barcelona doesn’t come cheap unless you know where to stay.
The new Motel One has rooms from £86 and doesn’t skimp on
style. There’s a roof terrace for cracking views of the city and
the stylish botanical-themed interiors reﬂect the hotel’s
location next to the Parc de la Ciutadella. You are only a
kilometre from the Gothic Quarter, where wandering and
staring up at the buildings in awe is free of charge.
Details Doubles cost from £86, room only (00 34 936 26 19 00,
motelone.com)
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4 No-frills Seville
Seville makes an excellent destination year-round, with
temperatures often topping 20C even in winter. Travel Republic
has a ordable breaks to the four-star Petit Palace Marques
Santa Ana hotel, which is close to the city’s main attractions.
Head away from the tourist haunts and you’ll ﬁnd great-value
tapas and cheap Spanish wines. If you want to visit the

cathedral, book ahead for Monday when it’s free between
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4.30pm and 6pm.
Details Five nights’ B&B with ﬂights costs from £555pp (020
8974 7200, travelrepublic.co.uk)

5 Stylish Lanzarote
Finca Malvasia has long been the accommodation of choice for
those seeking sophisticated relaxation on Lanzarote, and a new
addition this year is La Bodeguita. This studio apartment has
views over the vineyards of La Geria, a volcanic lavascape, and
shares an outdoor pool with the ﬁnca’s four other apartments. It
sleeps two adults, plus one child on the sofabed.
Details From £79 a night for three, room only (00 34 692 155 981,
ﬁncamalvasia.com)
Best for culture
6 Solo Barcelona
Solo traveller and over 50? Get the best out of Barcelona’s
culture by joining a group and exploring the city together on
this ﬁve-night escorted tour. Numerous excursions are included,
from a walking tour of the Gothic Quarter to a ﬂamenco show
with dinner. You’ll also head out of the city to Montserrat
monastery and to the Codorniu vineyard for a tour and cava
tasting. Rooms are at the four-star Hotel Pere IV; they are
doubles, although for single occupancy.
Details Five nights’ half-board costs from £1,850pp, including
some lunches and ﬂights (01760 722011, onetraveller.co.uk)
7 Moorish Spain
Explore the history and culture of Moorish Spain on this weeklong trip. From Madrid you’ll take a day trip to the walled city of
Toledo, before heading to Cordoba by high-speed train to visit
the Mezquita (mosque) and medieval Jewish quarter. Granada is
up next, where you’ll tour the Alhambra and visit a ﬂamenco
studio, before ﬁnishing with a tour of Seville’s charming Santa
Cruz quarter.

Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £1,389pp (0344 2722060,
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gadventures.com). Fly to Madrid and back from Seville

Parador de Olite in northern Spain

8 Northern paradores
Spain’s paradores give visitors the chance to stay in buildings
ranging from old palaces to hilltop castles. Sovereign has a sixnight self-drive tour, looping around the Basque country,
Navarre and La Rioja from Bilbao. Highlights include Olite,
where the parador is set in a castle, and the hilltop town of
Laguardia.
Details Six nights’ B&B costs from £1,189pp, including ﬂights
(01293 832459, sovereign.com)
9 Tour Extremadura
Discover one of the country’s least visited but most fascinating
regions on a self-guided tour of Extremadura. This remote
region was home to the conquistadores, who conquered new
territories for Spain before returning laden with gold to build
opulent mansions. Many of these remain, lining the streets of
places such as Trujillo and Caceres, two gorgeous towns that
you’ll spend two nights apiece in.
Details Six nights’ B&B costs from £1,029pp, including ﬂights
and car hire (020 7593 1899, kirkerholidays.com)
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La Tomatina festival in Buñol
G E T T Y I M AG E S

10 Food-ﬁght festival
Join one of Spain’s most raucous parties, La Tomatina, on this
short August break to the tiny Valencian town of Buñol.
Thousands of people hurl tomatoes at each other in the madre
of all food ﬁghts — expect to be covered head to toe in red pulp.
Festival entry and the o

cial after-party are included, as well

as a tour of Valencia.
Details Two nights’ B&B costs from £329pp (0808 2811114,
busabout.com). Fly to Barcelona or Valencia
11 Guadalquivir cruise
The Guadalquivir River ﬂows through the heart of Andalusia
and cruising its waters means easy visits to Seville and the
gorgeous Moorish cities of Cordoba and Granada. Excursions
also include a visit to a ganaderia (where bulls are raised). Your
base is the MS La Belle de Cadix, which has 88 comfortable en
suite double cabins.
Details Seven nights’ full board costs from £1,169pp (020 8328
1281, croisieurope.co.uk). Fly to Seville
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A room at Gran Melia Palacio de los Duques in Madrid
T H I E R RY D E L S A RT

12 Arty Madrid
Spain’s capital is worth exploring at a slower pace, wandering its
ancient streets and taking in its world-class art museums, such
as the Museo Nacional del Prado. Stay in style by booking in to
the ﬁve-star Gran Melia Palacio de los Duques, a 19th-century
former palace with architecture inspired by the Spanish painter
Velázquez. It also features a pool overlooking the Royal Palace.
Details B&B doubles cost from £285 a night (0808 2341953,
melia.com)
13 Andalusian adventure
Hit the road on this Andalusian adventure, which takes in the
best of the region’s frontier towns, established by the Christians
to defend their land from the Moors. All o er expansive views
of the unspoilt surrounding countryside and there’s plenty of
opportunity to explore on foot, twisting your way along cobbled
streets in towns such as Arcos de la Frontera and Vejer de la
Frontera. Accommodation is in traditional hotels.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £767pp, including ﬂights
and car hire (020 8758 4722, sunvil.co.uk)

TIMES EXPERT TRAVELLER

Sail through Andalusia
and discover Seville

Unwind on a relaxing river cruise in
southern Spain, visiting the historic
cities of Seville, Granada, Cadiz and
Córdoba. 8-day sail on MS La Belle de
Cadix from £1,945
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Details



14 The Camino by rail
Follow the Camino de Santiago, on this rail journey around
northern Spain. The pilgrims’ trail starts in Bilbao, with a visit
to the Guggenheim museum, and then you’ll head west to Leon,
where you’ll see the cathedral and the Casa Botines, one of
Gaudí’s rare buildings outside Catalonia. In Galicia you’ll
explore Santiago de Compostela, ﬁnishing with two nights in
Madrid.
Details Eight nights’ B&B costs from £1,245pp, including ﬂights
(01904 734939, raildiscoveries.com)
15 Spain by train
Journey to Spain by train, departing from St Pancras for
Barcelona and onwards to Madrid. You’ll spend three nights in
the Spanish capital before continuing to Gibraltar to explore the
Moorish castle and meet the resident Barbary macaques. Your
ﬁnal stop is Malaga, which o ers everything from tapas bars to
a Picasso museum.
Details Ten nights’ B&B costs from £1,395pp, including Eurostar
from London and ﬂight back from Malaga (01347 825292,
planetrail.co.uk)
Best for activities
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You can hike in La Gomera through the Garajonay national park

16 Hiking in La Gomera
La Gomera is hard to beat for a hiking holiday. KE Adventure
will take you on a guided tour up into the cloud forest and
through the awe-inspiring Garajonay national park, down
through stunning valleys and to lush botanic gardens. You’ll
meet your guide at Tenerife South airport so you won’t need to
organise the ferry. The maximum group size is 14.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £875pp, including six
lunches and two dinners (01768 773966, keadventure.com). Fly
to Tenerife South
17 Kayaking in Galicia
The tucked-away beaches of Galicia’s coastline o er endless
swimming and barbecuing spots, best reached from the water.
This 48-mile kayak expedition leads groups of up to 20 along
the sea route of the Camino de Santiago, paddling along the Sea
of Arousa before turning up the River Ulla to Padron and ﬁnally
hiking into the city to ﬁnish at Santiago cathedral. You’ll camp
in idyllic spots, where the chef will cook dinner.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £594pp (01273 823700,
responsibletravel.com). Fly to Santiago de Compostela
18 Catalonia exploration
This self-guided walking holiday weaves its way between the
mountains and the sea, along Catalonia’s “wild coast”. You’ll

hike from one ﬁshing village to the next, passing sandy beaches
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and Greek and Roman ruins, before heading through the Cap de
Creus national park, with its dramatic cli s and tucked-away
coves. Expect to walk eight miles a day. Your luggage is
transferred between hotels.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £1,000pp, including ﬂights
(01962 302085, walksworldwide.com)

A bridge on the Camino de Santiago route, near Pamplona
R E I N H A R D S C H M I D / 4 C O R N E R S I M AG E S

19 Easy Camino
The full Camino de Santiago is too tough for most. So why not
try this easy-peasy walk and coach tour instead? The fully
guided itinerary includes walks of one or two hours each day,
giving you a taste of the pilgrims’ route from Pamplona to
Santiago, plus visits to important stops, including Logrono, the
capital of La Rioja, and Burgos, home to one of Spain’s most
imposing cathedrals. You’ll walk the ﬁnal 5km to Santiago
cathedral, arriving in time for midday Mass.
Details Seven nights’ half-board costs from £981pp (020 3468
1516, caminoways.com). Fly to Bilbao and back from Santiago de
Compostela
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Hacienda de San Rafael in Andalusia
A B R A N RU B I N E R

20 Doñana riding break
Explore the wetlands at the mouth of the Guadalquivir River on
a guided riding holiday. Over ﬁve days you’ll take trails through
the Doñana national park near Seville, passing olive groves and
vast ﬂocks of migrating birds. Stay at Hacienda de San Rafael, a
charming guesthouse. Rides are suitable for all abilities.
Details Four nights’ B&B costs from £2,375pp, including ﬂights
and car hire (020 3582 4990, originaltravel.co.uk)

Cycle around Ronda and the Sierra de Grazalema hills

21 Ronda by bike
MENU

Do a loop around Ronda on this week-long self-guided cycling
holiday, which takes in several of the prettiest pueblos blancos
(white towns) of Andalusia as well as the dramatic limestone
hills of the Sierra de Grazalema. The trip is graded moderate to
challenging for its steep ascents and up to 30-mile days, but for
a supplement (£70) you can cheat and book an electric bike.
Your luggage will be transferred between hotels.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £650pp, including bike
rental (0845 2417599, utracks.com). Fly to Malaga

Skedaddle’s road cycling holiday along the northern coast

22 Cycle the north coast
Follow Spain’s northern coastline from Santander westwards,
passing through ﬁshing villages and the foothills of the Picos de
Europa en route to Cape Finisterre in Galicia on this new group
cycling trip (maximum of 14 people). The cape was once thought
to be the end of the known world; on this trip it’s the end of a
more than 400-mile journey, made easier by the ever-present
support vehicle. Accommodation is in small hotels and meals
feature the excellent local seafood.
Details Nine nights’ half-board costs from £1,875pp (0191 265
1110, skedaddle.com). Fly to Bilbao and back from Santiago de
Compostela
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Potes, near the Picos de Europa national park

23 Photograph the Picos
Northern Spain puts on a spectacular show of autumn colours
and this snappers’ holiday makes the most of it — a chance to
photograph the coastal scenery of the Costa Verde and the Picos
de Europa massif. Most lunches are included and your guide
o ers photography tuition throughout.
Details Eight nights’ half-board costs from £2,500pp (01630
647828, wildphotographyholidays.com). Fly to Asturias

Go in search of the Iberian lynx on a wildlife-spotting holiday

24 Wild Andalusia
MENU

Head out in search of one of the world’s rarest felines, the
Iberian lynx, on a wildlife-spotting holiday in the Andujar
national park, a densely wooded area of the Sierra Morena
mountain range. Although your main mission may be to catch a
glimpse of the lynx, you’re also likely to see vultures, eagles and
deer. Stay at the guesthouse La Caracola Alojamiento Rural,
which has a hide for wildlife spotting.
Details Four nights’ full board, with ﬂights, costs from £1,495pp
(01962 302086, wildlifeworldwide.com)
25 Cruise and walk
Ramblers Walking Holidays’ new Seville and Bordeaux cruise
sails from Southampton to Cadiz before continuing up the
Guadalquivir River to Seville. Highlights include the coastal
scenery of Galicia, where you’ll hike to the Parque do Castro for
views over the Atlantic, and the Moorish city of Seville, where
you’ll visit the Alcazar and the cathedral. Your base is the

Braemar, a 929-passenger ship with two pools.
Details Thirteen nights’ full board costs from £1,995pp,
including excursions (01707 331133, ramblersholidays.co.uk)
Best for foodies
26 Gourmet city break
This gastronomic grand tour calls in at Barcelona, Valencia,
Granada, Seville and Madrid, as well as Lisbon. There are
gourmet experiences along the way, including paella cooked by
a local chef in Valencia and a market tour in Andalusia, while
the ﬁnal meal is at the Michelin-starred Albora in Madrid. You’ll
also have a hefty dose of culture, with visits to Barcelona’s
Sagrada Familia, Granada’s Alhambra and the Mezquita in
Cordoba.
Details Twelve nights costs from £3,956pp, including ﬂights and
many meals (0800 5335625, luxurygold.com)
27 Nobu hits Barcelona
In June, the legendary Japanese restaurant Nobu will open its
latest hotel, in Barcelona’s Sants district. As well as 244 rooms,
designed with Japanese minimalism in mind and featuring

broken pottery on the walls and ceilings (a nod to the local
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architect Gaudí), the hotel will have a Nobu restaurant on its
23rd ﬂoor, with views across the city.
Details B&B doubles cost from £310 a night
(nobuhotels.com/barcelona)

Mas de Torrent Hotel & Spa

28 Gastro Girona
Between Girona and the Med, the ﬁve-star Mas de Torrent is a
hotel focused on food. The 18th-century Catalan farmhouse is
home to one of the best restaurants in the Emporda region,
using local produce such as suckling pig with ﬁgs in its tasting
menu. Book its gourmet getaway package and you’ll get that
tasting menu for dinner, plus two nights in a suite, breakfast
and lunch.
Details Two nights’ full board for two costs from £779 (00 34 972
30 32 92, hotelmastorrent.com). Fly to Girona
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Pintxos at Azurmendi

29 Basque food tour
Black Tomato has teamed up with chefs to put together this
food tour, focused on what is arguably the country’s best gastro
region, the Basque country. You’ll visit San Sebastian and Bilbao
over six days, dining at the three Michelin-starred Azurmendi,
and visiting a txoko (a members-only gastronomic society).
Details Five nights’ full board costs from £3,950pp (020 7426
9888, blacktomato.com). Fly to Bilbao
30 Meals on wheels
Work o those gourmet treats by combining them with three
days of cycling. You’ll start in Barcelona with a tour of La
Boqueria market and two nights of city culture before heading
out on two wheels to the vineyards and olive groves of the
Emporda, making your way from tasting to lunch to tasting
again.
Details Five nights’ B&B costs from £2,960pp, including ﬂights,
bike hire, car hire and some meals (020 3582 4990,
originaltravel.co.uk)
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Almohalla 51, near Archidona
BRADLEY COBB

31 Olives and Andalusia
The boutique guesthouse Almohalla 51, above the town of
Archidona, sits in the heart of olive oil country, so it’s no
surprise that its new package focuses on Andalusia’s golden
export. You’ll get a tour and tasting at the olive grove La
Samiaja, plus dinner at Escua, a traditional Spanish restaurant,
and time to explore the town’s alleyways and whitewashed
buildings.
Details Three nights’ B&B costs from £264pp (00 34 952 71 63 70,
almohalla51.com). Fly to Malaga
32 Cava country on foot
Get to know Spain’s ﬁzz at a slower pace, on a group walking
holiday in the Penedes region (max 20 people). You’ll be based
in the lively seafront town of Sitges and will be taken out on
trails in the rugged Garrif massif, stopping every so often to
taste local tapas and sup cava at vineyards and bodegas. There
is a free day to explore Tarragona or Barcelona.
Details Seven nights’ half-board costs from £999pp, including
ﬂights and all transport (01707 331133, ramblersholidays.co.uk)
33 Jamon extravaganza
Find out more than you ever thought possible about Spain’s
delicious jamon on this four-day tour. The Iberian delicacy
comes from free-roaming black pigs and is celebrated in

Aracena, an Andalusian market town that is also home to the
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Museo del Jamon, which tells the story of local ham production
and the mountain culture of the Sierra. A visit to the local
butcher and a cookery lesson are included.
Details Three nights costs from £467pp, including most meals
(01273 823700, responsibletravel.com). Fly to Seville
34 A taste of the west
Head o the beaten track and take a rustic food tour of
Extremadura in the west of Spain, basing yourself at the
gorgeous stone-built Trujillo Villas, in the eponymous medieval
hill town. Your tour includes a visit to the nearby walled city of
Caceres to taste Torta del Casar, a cheese that is aged for at least
60 days, and the local olive oil, made from Manzanilla Cacereña
black olives.
Details Villas sleep two to ten people, and cost from £110 a night
self-catering. The full-day food tour costs £130pp
(trujillovillasespana.com)

La Casa del Califa, Vejer

35 Tapas in Vejer
The Scottish expat Annie B has long been running cookery
classes in the Andalusian white town of Vejer de la Frontera and
her latest tour o ers a wee taste, over three nights, of
traditional Spanish tapas. You’ll tour the tapas bars of Vejer,
visit the local market and learn how to carve jamon, make

classic tomato gazpacho and pair your dishes with wines and
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sherries. All meals bar one dinner are included and
accommodation is at the charming boutique hotel La Casa del
Califa.
Details Three nights costs from £686pp, including most meals
(00 34 620 56 06 49, anniebspain.com). Fly to Jerez; airport
transfers £53pp return
36 Rioja v ribera
Arblaster & Clarke’s six-day tour pits two of Spain’s most
famous wine regions against each other. You’ll start with Rioja,
staying in Haro at the heart of the region and visiting bodegas,
from the world-famous Marques de Caceres to the family-run
Luis Cañas. You’ll continue on to Ribera del Duero for lunch and
a tasting at the Condado de Haza wine estate. The ﬁnal day
introduces the Toro wine region on the edges of the Douro
Valley, before the tripends in Segovia with a tour of the city’s
ancient sites.
Details Five nights’ B&B costs from £2,495pp, including ﬂights
and most meals (01730 263111, arblasterandclarke.com)
Best for families

Fantasia Bahia Principe, Tenerife

37 New hotel in Tenerife
The children will love the palatial new Fantasia Bahia Principe

on Tenerife’s south coast — not least because it has a CinderellaMENU

style castle at its centre. There are also kids’ clubs for all ages up
to 17, two pools with slides, and a burger bar by the pool at
lunchtimes. For the adults there’s a spa and kid-free pool.
Rooms are vast, with balconies overlooking the pools and that
castle.
Details All-inclusive doubles cost from £175 a night (0800
0211659, bahia-principe.com)
38 Theme park thrills
Spain’s theme park capital, Salou in Tarragona, is home to three
kid-friendly attractions. Ferrari Land has motor racing-themed
rides for all ages, Caribe Aquatic Park is a Caribbean-themed
water park and PortAventura Park has six “worlds” to explore,
from China to the Wild West. Stay at the Hotel Gold River and
you’ll get unlimited access to PortAventura plus a day at Ferrari
Land.
Details Seven nights’ half-board for a family of four costs from
£1,450, including ﬂights (020 8974 7200, travelrepublic.co.uk)
39 Fun in Fuerteventura
Southern Fuerteventura has some of the best beaches in Spain
and Robinson Club Esquinzo Playa takes full advantage, with its
private sands set up for all manner of water sports, including
surﬁng and catamaran sailing. There’s plenty for active families
here, from crafts and swimming schools for the kids to ﬁtness
classes and use of 11 tennis courts. All rooms have a balcony or
terrace, and the four restaurants serve healthy dishes, including
vegetarian options.
Details Seven nights’ all-inclusive costs from £590pp (00 34 928
16 80 00, robinson.com). Flights are extra
40 O -grid Andalusia
El Geco Verde is a family-run farmhouse hotel with eight rooms
that gives families the chance to get o grid and out into the
Spanish countryside. The Altiplano de Granada is an unspoilt
corner of Andalusia that is ideal for canyoning, kayaking and
riding, as well as gentler pursuits such as birdwatching and
astronomy. All this can be organised by your hosts, Ilaria and
Des, who can also cook you dinner.

Details Five nights’ B&B costs from £182pp; ﬂy to Granada
MENU

(01273 823700, responsibletravel.com)

Zaﬁro Palace Alcudia in Mallorca
PAU L T H U YS B A E RT

41 Balearic bliss
Family holidays don’t have to mean compromising on luxury:
the Zaﬁro Palace Alcudia in Mallorca is a proper ﬁve-star hotel,
with the full gamut of swimming spots from an adults-only pool
to a splash zone for the kids. There are kids’ clubs for ages 4-15,
plus a bouncy castle and mini-golf course. Rooms are all suites,
with separate sitting areas and a balcony; some are swim-up
and have private gardens with Bali beds.
Details B&B doubles cost from £160 a night (020 3499 8512,
zaﬁrohotels.com). Fly to Palma
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Salles Hotel & Spa Mas Tapiolas on the Costa Brava
A D O L F O G O S Á LV E Z

42 Quiet Costa Brava
Step back from the beach and hole up in the Costa Brava’s
peaceful hinterland in an ancient farmhouse. The building at
Salles Hotel & Spa Mas Tapiolas may be centuries old, but its
facilities are thoroughly contemporary, right down to the
hydrotherapy jets. For children there’s a playroom with painting
equipment and DVDs, while older kids will love the padel tennis
and pitch and putt. There are 40 rooms and another 13 suites;
family rooms have a double bed and two singles.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £733pp, including ﬂights
and based on a family of four travelling together (020 7359
3938, realholidays.co.uk)
43 Taste of Spain
First trip to Spain with the kids? Intrepid’s new package hits all
the hotspots, from churros and chocolate on a walking tour of
Madrid to ﬂamenco in Seville, as well as calling in at Gibraltar
to visit the wild monkeys. The nine-day tour arrives in
Torremolinos on the sixth day, allowing plenty of time at the
resort’s sandy beach. The group is limited to 16 guests.
Minimum age is 5.
Details Eight nights’ B&B with three dinners costs from £1,520pp
per adult and £1,330 per child, excluding ﬂights (0808 2745111,
intrepidtravel.com). Fly to Madrid and back from Malaga

44 Chic villas in Ibiza
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Chill in classic Ibiza style at the Cabau S’Argamassa villa
complex, just 200m from the crystal-clear waters of
S’Argamassa and the famous Nikki Beach club. The 15 villas
(which each sleep six) are worth staying in for; each has a
private swimming pool, garden and barbecue. There’s also a
children’s playground on site and it’s only a 20-minute drive
into Ibiza town for a stroll around the old town, where the
cobbled streets lead up to the castle for superb views along the
coast.
Details Seven nights for six costs from £3,284 (0870 0267145,
pierreetvacances.com)
45 Active Murcia
After something active? Neilson’s new beach club opens in July
on the Mar Menor and o ers a long list of activities. The
sheltered coastal lagoon here is ideal for getting the kids into
dinghy sailing and kayaking, while on land there are four tennis
courts and mountain bikes for exploring. Older children will get
the most out of a stay here, although there are kids’ clubs for
those aged two and above and parents will love the free
childcare.
Details Seven nights’ B&B costs from £795pp, including all
lunches, ﬁve dinners, ﬂights and transfers (0333 0143351,
neilson.co.uk)
Best of the rest
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Yoga at Healthouse Las Dunas
C H A R LY S I M O N

46 Healthy Marbella
Need a health reboot? Book into Healthouse Las Dunas for the
“healthy weekend” package and you’ll get a consultation with a
nutritionist, a massage, a bespoke “therapeutic treatment” and
access to the roster of daily activities, including yoga, Pilates
and Nordic walking. Three meals a day are included (healthy
ones, of course).
Details The two-night Healthy Weekend package costs from
£870 full board (00 34 951 08 20 90, healthousenaturhouse.com). Fly to Malaga

Pazo de Marinan

47 Gardens of Galicia
Galicia’s rainy climate produces magniﬁcent greenery, including
some of Spain’s best gardens. Adagio’s week-long tour takes in
several of the most beautiful pazos (manor houses), where the
gardens are the main draw. Pazo de Marinan is a highlight, with
its stunning camellia walkway and box-hedge labyrinth, as is
the 17th-century Pazo de Rubianes where you’ll ﬁnd more than
800 varieties of camellia. The itinerary includes walks to
watermills and castles and a boat trip on the Rias Baixas.

Details Seven nights’ half-board costs from £1,385pp, including
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ﬂights (01707 386700, adagio.co.uk)

Plaza de España in Vejer
T I M B O OT H

48 Luxury Vejer
Vejer de la Frontera is one of Andalusia’s most beguiling white
towns, its serene streets leading between the whitewashed
buildings to emerge suddenly at lofty viewpoints that look out
over the surrounding countryside. Plaza No 18 opens at Easter,
o ering six elegant rooms in a 19th-century merchant’s house.
The roof terrace will make the most of those views, as far as the
coast of Morocco on clear days. The hotel’s owners are due to
open a hammam this year, o ering mixed and single-sex
bathing sessions.
Details B&B doubles cost from £176 a night (califavejer.com). Fly
to Jerez
49 Catalonia by water
This eight-day escorted tour of Catalonia hops on and o
various boats for short trips past the cli s and caves of
Cadaques on the Mediterranean, on peaceful Banyoles lake and
from Barcelona harbour — as well as dipping into France for a
trip on the Canal du Midi in Beziers. You’ll be based in the
ﬁshing port of Roses, at the beachside Hotel Monterrey, which
has direct access to the sands and an outdoor pool.

Details Seven nights’ half-board costs from £1,159pp, including
MENU

ﬂights (0800 9885873, www.titantravel.co.uk)

Cabrera island oﬀ the coast of Mallorca
J AV I E R F E R N Á N D E Z S Á N C H E Z / G E T T Y I M AG E S

50 Yachting in Mallorca
Live the high life without breaking the bank and book a cabin
on a yacht trip around Mallorca, letting the crew do the work
while you recline on deck watching another cove or ﬁshing
village pass by. All meals are prepared by the onboard chef, so
you can focus on snorkelling o the island of Cabrera or on
what to do at the next private anchorage — a spot of
birdwatching or a beer at a beach bar, perhaps. The cabins all
have bathrooms.
Details Seven nights’ full board costs from £1,031pp (02380 455
527, dreamyachtcharter.com). Fly to Palma
For our ultimate guide to holidaying in Spain in 2019 see
thetimes.co.uk/spain
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